By STEVE CURRY. _ 
Wycombe 1. Bedford T 


- F.A, Cup first’ round, 


-second replay. 
(T he replay. Bedford on 
» Thursda Y) -~ 





th e 


ON” PRAGUE 

Wycombe and 

. Bedford, after 300. 

minutes, of. F.A. Cup 

football, are’ Stull dend. 
locked, ° vk 


They go ma. a. third’ en 
round replay.. at. Bedford , 
on Thursday, s? e 

When. the 90 ities: or ‘this. 
second replay at Loakes Park - 
ended. last’. night,.- referee 
Arthur. Dimond, : Heng Harlow,.. 
began’. extra-- -then 
immediately.” “abandoned; the 
match; K x 





SPR ES E: whe t + ea 


‘Officiais. of the two clubs Meanie: 


for halt-an. houri over where: 
the next encounter must, tak : 


Vata XU AIA a mee WR UE 


place z 
Pihal Wycombe secretary- “But 


i,t 


1 


. Hayter ` oe OU OR Blan It's. at’ 
Bedford. ta F 


Referee Dimond, ‘covered. in mud, ; 


said n t ‘could: not let the 
match ‘go on, The conditions | 
. were: impossible; 2-I- couldn’t. 
tae see, the, marking .O. : nthe 
c r? E thes 
"Technically. as. the. ‘matak Was 
abandoned: 1+ should 
ee at. Ads daaersas et Sp 






t Yiia * 
Amol Rate tae ee 
But. Ron” ‘Burgess, manager or 
Southern League Bedford, said : 
“But the.. replay: could not. 
have’ been: held’ Hao That 
Pitch will not bé in two 
“weeks let: alone two layer 
The’ match,-* before: an: 8,000 
` crowd, was -played in farcical 
conditions, Mist and -driving 
-= rain enveloped - the: ground of 
©» the Isthmian League amateurs, 


¡The pitch, as the match went on, 





grew steadily“ worse and the 
cae Players aod a i 

l n- moving- @ ba 
ae the clinging mud: ~ 
“ “teams.. Wore. as: evenly 

|: Matched: . as”. the. five” hours: 
football ‘Indicates. and another 
stalemate. always looked - likely, 
But the crowd found it thrilling. 
despite the: Mistakes ~ 
caused. by ‘co nditions,:,, be 
It. was, a nigh ght. for, iong-range 
“shooting - and. both- sides fired. 
‘shots: at. the. Opposing: goal ` 


{ from all’ Re and distances, | 


I 
i 
i? 
i 


‘Bedford's: . part-time: professionàls , 3 
opened the ‘score in. the..25th y 
Minute -with the. type of: ‘duke a 


vee goal which. could easily. decide: | 


n fad ‘second Tounde: : 


who: plays- Oxford: eas aa 





EN Hit} 


post: 


y caer Nee ‘keeper 9 


Reve vonar: Dira EINA, it 
Bedford. Pilesea 5h: n H Ts 
- of. winning. avhen*:a -miskick by. 
> John- Beck: letein. Uhrig“ Rilty,:2 
warns phot, straight: Bt Maskell; 
FeO: s 

Tihane eet SUP 8 winnings 
Samuels” -Chased = n Eo mesti i 


: centre from = es 
ewe natrat Paul: Bates buts 
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rep [ ay 
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PETER BLACKMAN 


edford have rejected an 

appeal from Wycombe 
Wanderers that the FA Cup 
first round third replay to be 
played at Bedford on Thurs- 
day should be switched to 
Wednesday week, 


The Southern League club's 
board ot directors reached their 
decision after a special meeting. 
But they have agreed to a 
referee inspecting thetr pitch 
tomorrow to avoid any possibility 
of a postponement! because cf a 
water-logged ground. 

I understand Bedford's view ts 
that after 300 minutes football 
between the fits clubs, spectator 
interest is ñ and that a 
week’s ja fore the next 
replay would hit the gate. 


Wycombe askcl for a later 
replay date because their players 
are exhausted and still face an 
important Isthmian League 
match at Sutton on Saturday. 


Geoff Still. Bedford secretary. 
said: ‘The ground is drying out 
fast. but if here is a postpone- 
ment the game will take płace 
on Monday.” 


Wycombe's woe increased when 
they learned that there had been 
a break-in at their Loakes Park 
ground. There was damage to 
the club room. but the tak: nes 
from the Bedford replay had 
been banked, 





Tie undecided after. 
-= five hours 


Wi combe Wanteren T, Bedford “Tawi 1 


Experience often plays an important part 
in cup football. It. was certainly true-last 
night at Wycombe, where the amateur inter- 
nalionals, Bates and Worley, took a big 
share of the honours. Wycombe's third 
draw with Bedford, after five hours of 
hard struggling, wads ‘a grand: match, 

At full time the referee decided that 
the pitch was. no. longer playable, 
Immediately the ball had. been kicked off 
for extra time, he abandoned the match. It 
was a fair result and a wise decision. The 
third replay will be on Thursday at a venue 
to be decided today by the F.A. `- 


PATTERN SED... 


There were plenty of thrills, most of them 
caused by mistakes in defence. on a slippery 
pitch. Bates shot wide from. a free kick, 
Benning pushed the ball across. the front 
of Wycombe's ‘goal, and Merrick headed 
over the bar from a centre by Worley. All 
this happened within the first four minutes 
and set the pattern of ‘an exciting match 


i for the 8,821 spectators, .. 


Both sides had obviously been instructed 
to shoot. on every possible’ occasion, and 
the goalkeepers were continually in action, 
dealing with a ball which skidded awk- 
wardly in the muddy goal areas. The first 
to make a mistake was Maskell: . 

After 24 minutes Paton made a sinuous 
dribble into; the Wycombe penalty area. 
He shot hard against a post as he fell, and 
turned round just in time to watch Maskell 
punch the rebound into. his,own.goal:, This 
was bad luck for the amateurs, yip had 


had. most of. the Play... a op 


X CUNNING PASSES ` 

But Wycombe- were - “Hot. behind iene: 
Worley again started a move, Horseman | 
shot and gained, a corner, Bates put across 
one of his noted inswingers, and Samuels 
headed the equalizer,- 

Bedford attacked strongly after the’ inter- 
val. Roystone:- slipped as he turned, and 
Fogg pounced on the loose ball and ran 
25 yards with it—a long way in the mud. 
But he was foiled on the. six-yard line. by 
Maskell. Gale and Horseman went near 
as Bates continued td lob cunning. long 
passes into the Bedford goal area. Sturrock ' 
replied with the hardest shot of the match. 
But defences prevailed. in spite of hair- 
raising escapes, o 


WYCOMBE WANDERERS.—J. Maskell; J. Beck. P, 
Roystone; B. Baker, I. Rundle. Gale; L. Worley, 
K. Samue's. P. Bates, A, Morena. or Merrick, 

BEDFORD TOWN.—A. Colliers P. Morgan. D. 
Skinn, G. Willis, M. Collings, N. Cooley; D. Sturrock. 
R. Paton, C. Riley. R. Fogg, M. Benning. _ 

REFEREE.—A. Dimond (Essex). ie i 


